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PLEASE NOTE
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is
strictly prohibited. Please silence cell phones.

Welcome to Market House Theatre! MHT had its beginning in 1963 when a
small acting troupe had the vision to transform the 1905 public market house
into a theatre. Since then, the Theatre has seen phenomenal growth and draws
audiences from across the region.
The mission of the Market House Theatre is to develop and share the creative
abilities of children and adults through arts education classes and the production
of plays. The organization also brings theatre into the schools as a teaching tool
for math, science, social studies, history and literacy.

A note from
the director
When I think back to my earliest memories of Pippi Longstocking, I remember a
pigtailed little girl scrubbing the floors with her scrub brush shoes. I remember
her lifting a horse over her head and telling stories I believed unequivocally. She
was fun and fearless, a tall tale of sorts, who approached life with joyfulness.
How could you not love her?
As an adult, diving into this iteration of such a beloved character, it becomes
evermore clear how she captures the hearts of all of those around her. There is
something about her we all aim to be. I love the way she says, “Yes!” to every
adventure, the way she accepts herself, flaws and all, and the way she accepts
others, no questions asked. She’s the kind of larger-than-life character who also
feels very real.
We have all had to grapple with tough choices, to say goodbye to people we love,
and to face the consequences of our actions just like Pippi, all of which she does
with a sense of grace, hopefulness, and a self-assured kindness. It is that spirit
we wanted to capture for you. Yes, Pippi is a tall tale, but she is also very human
just like you and just like me. If she can find the strength and courage to take on
anything the world may throw at her, so can we.

- Emily

Griffin

Cast Biographies
Eliza Esper | Pippi

Eliza is from Paducah and is in the 8th grade at Paducah Middle
School. Eliza was last seen in Peter Pan Jr. (Tiger Lily) and
Ramona Quimby (Susan). She is also a part of the Paducah Swim
Team, and in the chior and Gifted, Talented, and Creative program
at her school. Eliza would like to thank, “Emily Giffin, mom
[Amanda Esper] for helping me learn lines, vivie for dancing with
me, and my dad [Josh Esper] and sheep for the support.”

Clark Turner | Tommy

Clark is from Sharpe and is in the 6th grade at North Marshal
Middle School. Clark was last seen in Winnie the Pooh (Roo) and
Stuart Little (Stuart Little). Clark enjoys drawing and watching
videos. He is sharing the stage in this production with his father,
James Turner. Clark would like to thank Ma & Pa and the audience
for attending the show.

Anya Swenson | Annika

Anya is from Paducah and is in the 4th grade at Clark Elementary
School. Anya was last seen in Winnie the Pooh (Piglet). Anya is
also in her school play and love acting and drawing. “I would like
to say thank you to my parent [Barry & Michelle Swenson] because
without them, I wouldn’t be in this play. I would also like to say
thank you to Mrs. Emily for being an awesome director!”

Audrey Walton | Mrs. Settergren

Audrey is from Benton and is in the 8th grade at South Marshall
Middle School.This is Audrey’s first show at Market House
Theatre! Audrey is a part of her school’s band and enjoys archery
and hanging out with friends. Audrey is excited to get outside her
comfort zone to try something new. “Thank you to my family for
their support & my friends for being there for me.”

Dagny Page | Mrs. Prysselius

Dagny is from Paducah and is in the 7th grade at Heath Middle
School. Dagny has appeared in MHT’s Family and Signature
series’ with her role as Angie in Something Dark, Young Elsa in
Disney’s Frozen, JR., and Rabbit in Winnie the Pooh. Dagny enjoys
playing harp and oboe, and singing.

Cast Biographies continued
Maxwell Tolar | Thunder/Sailor

Maxwell is from Paducah and is in the 8th grade at Paducah
Middle School. Maxwell was last seen in Ramona Quimby (Howie)
and Stuart Little (Leroy). Maxwell is a part of the marching band at
his school and enjoys tennis and piano.

Jack Vose Bloom/Sailor

Jack is from Paducah and is in 7th grade at Community Christian
Academy. Jack was last seen in Winnie the Pooh (Ensemble). Jack
is also a part of the band at his school.

CoryOn Brooks | Klang

CoryOn is from Paducah and is a freshman at Paducah Tilghman
High School. Coryon was last seen in Disney’s Frozen Jr.
(Ensemble), Rainbow Fish (Rainbow Cast, Rainbow Fish), and
Charlotte’s Web (Narrator). CoryOn is also a part of the Interact
Club, Beta Club, chior, and a student representative on the PBIS
committee at his school. CoryOn would like to thank, “Emily Griffin.
She makes everything happen and is just phenomenal. She could
lighten up a dark room.”

Leyton Morris | Larsson

Leyton Morris is from Paducah and is in the 8th grade at Paducah
Middle School. Letyon was last seen in Peter Pan Jr. (Peter),
Disney’s Frozen Jr. (Sven), and Junie B. Jones The Musical Jr. (Jose).
Leyton is a part of the Gifted, Talented, and Creative program and
the chior at his school. Leyton also enjoys tennis and dance. “I
would like to say I love you to my family, thank you for supporting
me and letting me do what I love. Thank you to the cast and MHT
for being my second family and always having open arms. I hope
you enjoy the show and have the best time here with us.

McKenzie Byrd | Mrs. Granberg/Toy Vendor

McKenzie is from Wickliffe and is a freshman at Ballard Memorial
High School. This is Lydia’s first show at Market House Theatre!
Lydia is also a part of the business club at her school and enjoys
playing the guitar and running with her dog, Louis. She would like
th thank her parents, Brian and Samantha Byrd, her aunt and uncle,
“...and thanks to my little brothers for being my whole world. Love
all of you!”

Cast Biographies continued
Alayna Watkins | Angel Mama

Alayna is from Hickory and is a Junior at Paducah Tilghman High
School (PTHS). Alayna was last seen in Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast JR. (Enchantress). Alaynas is also a part of DanceMHT,
Concordia (PTHS’s female acapella group), Another Shade of Blue,
Paducah Symphony Youth Chorus, and National Honor Society.
“Thank you for coming to see the show and supporting the story
of everyone’s favorite redhead!”

James Turner | Captain

James is from Sharpe and is a Case Manager for Guidepost
Counseling. James was last seen in Ramona Quimby (Old Man).
James is a “card carrying member of the Kentucky Wildcats fan
club” and enjoys driving his boys to their activities. He is sharing
the stage in this production with his son, Clark Turner.

Carson Chesnut | Carnival Barker/Sailor/School Child

Carson is from Paducah and is the 7th grade at Paducah Middle
School. Carson was last seen in Winnie the Pooh (Winnie the
Pooh), Disney’s Beauty and the Beast Jr. (Chip), and Junie B.
Jones The Musical Jr. (Sheldon). Carson is in the chior and band
at his school and recently made All State Chior. He is sharing the
stage in this production with his father, Philip Chesnut. Carson
would like to thank his family for the support and Ms. April for
teaching him over the years.

Ashlyn Garner | Candy Vendor/Sailor/School Child

Ashlyn is from Paducah and in the 8th grade at Community
Christian Academy. Ashlyn was last seen in Charlotte’s Web (Fern),
Junie B. Jones The Musical Jr. (Bobbi Jean Piper), Stuart Little
(Hank, Narrator)

Aaron Munoz | Adolf the Strongman/Sailor

Aaron is from Kevil and is in the 8th grade at Heath Middle School.
This is Aaron’s first show at Market House Theatre. Aaron loves
the the fine arts and learning new languages & cultures. Aaron
would like to thank his mother, Mariana Skaggs, and his friends
and family for supporting him.

Cast Biographies continued
Phillip Chesnut | Teacher

Phillip is from Paducah and is the Engineering Manager at
Paducah Power System. Phillip was last seen in Ramona
Quimby (Mr. Quimby), James and the Giant Peach (Old Green
Grasshopper), and Charlotte’s Web (Homer Zuckernman). Phillip
is the current President of the Board at Market House Theatre and
the trasurer for a local Cub Scouts pack. He is sharing the stage
in this production with his son, Carson Chesnut. “To my gracious
wife, who takes on so, so much while we are in rehearsal and
performing. I appreciate you.”

Lydia Bates | Nicole/School Child

Lydia is from Paducah and is in the 2nd grade at Hendron Lone
Oak Elementary School. This is Lydia’s first show at Market House
Theatre. Lydia enjoys music, gymnastics, fitness, and Footlights
classes. Lydia would like to thank her mother, Patsy Bratton, for
starting her passion for theatre by enrolling her in Footlights.

Clair Birdsong | School Child

Claire Birdsong is from Paducah and is in the 2nd grade at
Hendron Lone Oak Elementary. This is Claire’s first show at Market
House Theatre. Claire is a part of the Girl Scouts and Upward
Basketball. She loves to ride her scooter and hiking. “I would
like to thank, my mom and dad [James & Lyndsey Birdsong], my
friends, and my dog!”

C.S. Page | School Child

C.S Page is from Paducah and is in the 2nd grade at Clark
Elementary School. C.S was last seen in Seussical Kids (Citizen
of Whoville} and Charlotte’s Web (Lamb). C.S also emjoys art,
cooking and 3D computer modeling.

Registration is open for the second session, beginning April 16!

Click to see available classes or visit the box office!

Crew Biographies
Emily Griffin | Director

Emily graduated from the University of Northern Iowa with a B.A. in
Communication and Theatre Education. She was also the recipient
of the Purple and Old Gold Award for Conspicuous Achievement in
Performance Studies. She completed her student teaching in St. Paul,
Minnesota at Central High School working with the Central Touring
Theatre. In addition to her student teaching, Emily completed two
summer internships at the Des Moines Playhouse. She continued to
teach for the Playhouse’s Education Department for ten years after her
internships.

Amy Martin | Music Director

Amy Martin has been teaching music since 1986 to people of all ages
in church choirs, piano and voice lessons, community choirs, and early
childhood music classes. A Paducah resident since 2017, Amy is the
Minister of Music at Reidland United Methodist Church, a teacher at
Harmony Road Music School, and a member of the Paducah Singers,
a semi-professional choral ensemble. PippiLongstocking is her first
show with Market House Theatre and she is thrilled to be working
with so many talented and dedicated performers. Tiddlelipom and
piddleliday!

Tom Hansen | Scenic & Lighting Designer

Award credits: Singing In the Rain, Oklahoma!, Harvey, Philadelphia
Story, The Sound of Music, Beauty & the Beast, The Great Sebastians,

Mornings At Seven, Big River, and Crazy For You (nominated 2010
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Council). Favorite shows: Frankie & Johnny
(American Stage), Grey Gardens (FreeFall Theatre), Chicago (Eight
O’clock Theatre), 42nd Street (Sarasota Players), Hairspray (Peach
State Summer Theatre), and Joseph...Dreamcoat (Colorado Springs
Fine Arts Center).Tom dedicates his work to you, The Audience.
ENJOY THE SHOW!

Jerome Veit | Technical Director/Set Construction

Jerome graduated from Southern Illinois University with a degree
in theater, specializing in technical direction. While at SIU, he was
hired as Carpenter and Sound Technician for the theater as well as
having sound designed several shows including The Lion, The Witch,
and The Wardrobe, Pippin, Punk Rock, and many others. In his final
year he technical directed a production of To Kill a Mockingbird and
was Assistant Technical Director for Sunday in the Park with George.
Jerome also spent three summers working at McLeod Summer
Playhouse as Carpenter, Lead Carpenter, then finally Sound Designer,
working on such productions as Sister Act, Mamma Mia, 9 to 5,
Gypsy, and eight additional shows. Jerome has been participating in
theater in some capacity for over 15 years and has worked on over 40
productions.

Crew Biographies continued

Charlotte Campbell | Costume Designer

One of Charlotte’s earliest memories is draping herself in fabric and
singing and dancing along with the television as Marilyn Monroe
performed “Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best Friend.” Sometimes, you sense
your calling from a young age.
In spite of having no formal education in her chosen field, Charlotte
has over a decade of professional experience performing and
costuming at theatres in Colorado, California, Vermont, Florida,
Indiana, Washington D.C., and, of course, her home state of Kentucky.
She has served as the Head Costumer of The Stephen Foster Story
in Bardstown, KY for the last two years. When she isn’t costuming
other people, she is costuming herself—her current personal project is
making her gown for her upcoming wedding to her fiancé, Joshua.

Davin Belt| Costume Assistant

Davin Belt is a student at Murray State University where he studies
Nonprofit Leadership and Theatre Design and Tech. He has been
involved with Market House Theatre since 2009 in various aspects.
His most recent credits with MHT include Assistant Director for
Shakespeare in the Park’s The Tempest and Costumer for Seussical
KIDS and Unpacking Mother.

Clara Pierce | Stage Manager

Clara is from Paducah and is in the 8th Grade at Paducah Middle
School. Clara most recently was the Stage Manager for Rainbow
Fish. Clara is involved in the Gifted, Talented, and Creative program
at Paducah Middle and serves as a Teaching Assistant for MHT’s
Footlights classes.

Amarie Smith | Assistant Stage Manager

Amarie Smith is from Paducah and is a Junior at Paducah Tilghman
High School. He currently takes classes with MHT Dance, and is
in HA! Teen Comedy Improv Troupe, and has participated in other
MHT activities. Amarie was notably last seen in Paducah Tilghman’s
production of Into the Woods and MHT’s Shakespeare in the Park’s The
Tempest.

Summer Workshops are here!

Musical Performance Camp
Stories & Play!
Meet the Princesses!
Broadway Bootcamp
Stories on Stage
Summer Dance Intensive

...and MORE!
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Click Register Today or visit the box office for more information!
MHT Box Office
270.444.6828
info@mhtplay.org
MarketHouseTheatre.org

SPONSORS | EDUCATION
INSPIRATION

IMAGINATION

CREATIVITY

Drs. Rheanel
& Blair Tolar

SPONSORS | PROGRAMMING
GRANTS

The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency,
provides operating support to Market House Theatre
with state tax dollars and federal funding from the
National Endowment for the Arts and American Rescue
Plan Funds with federal funding from the National
Endowment for the Arts.

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE
AAA Stow-A-Way Storage, LLC • Atlas Door of Paducah • Atmos
Energy • Barbara & Jimmy Allen • Eyewear Express • Henneberger &
Flynn Insurance Agency, Inc. • Mercy Health Lourdes Hospital • Peel
& Holland Insurance • STEWART GIRL MINISTRIES/Rev. Dr. Bernice
(Stewart) Belt • Whitlow, Roberts, Houston & Straub • Williams & Roof
Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors

Market House Theatre Box Office
270.444.6828 | markethousetheatre.org | info@mhtplay.org

